
MA430 Creative Problem Solving II Spring 2018
Classes meet Tu, Th 12:30 – 1:30pm, E 212

Department of Mathematical Sciences
ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE

Office hours: Mo, We, Fr 12:30 – 1:50pm;
Tu, Th 2:00 – 3:20pm.

Instructor: Bogdan Doytchinov

Office: E384C

phone: (717)361-1224

e-mail: doytchinovb@etown.edu

web page for the course: http://users.etown.edu/d/doytchinovb/ma430/

SYLLABUS

TEXT: There is no textbook for this course. Some materials will be posted on Canvas. Printed
handouts will be distributed in class.

PREREQUISITES: MA235, junior or senior standing in mathematics or actuarial science.

COURSE GOALS and OBJECTIVES. This course is a culmination of learning in the Math-
ematics major in which students integrate, synthesize, and apply concepts and techniques from
required major courses to solve mathematical problems at an advanced level.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES. By the end of the semester you will:

• apply problem-solving strategies to solve different types of unfamiliar problems;

• communicate their solutions to problems in writing at a professional level.

ASSESSMENT. Your final grade for the course will be based on the degree of mastery of the
learning outcomes listed above, as measured by your performance in class, on the homework, and
the final exam.

ATTENDANCE. You are expected to attend all classes and to actively participate in class. Class
participation is 20% of your final grade. If you do miss a class, it is your responsibility to obtain
from a classmate any notes, assignments, handouts, or anything else you may have missed.

HOMEWORK. Homework will be assigned once a week and will require using mathematical
typesetting software (details in class). Each assignment will be given on Thursday and collected
on the following lecture.

A major part of your grade for the course is determined by your homework (50%). This is a senior
level course, so professional quality work and explanations are expected.

Credit will be based on both the correctness and completeness of your solutions. After an assign-
ment is graded, you will get one chance (for each assignment) to recover half of the points you
missed by rewriting and resubmitting.

Late work will not be accepted without previous approval from the instructor.

FINAL EXAM. There will be a final exam on Thursday, May 10, 2:30-5:30 pm.

The final exam is closed-book. No notes, written or electronic, are allowed. No electronic devices
are permitted.

GRADING POLICY. Your final grade will be calculated in the following way:
20% of the grade come from class participation,
50% of the grade come from the homework,
30% of the grade come from the Final Exam.



These scores are combined to give a final number of points, between 0 and 100. Point ranges for
the final grades are:

A 93-100

A– 90-92.9

B+ 87-89.9

B 83-86.9

B– 80-82.9

C+ 77-79.9

C 73-76.9

C– 70-72.9

D+ 67-69.9

D 63-66.9

D– 60-62.9

F 0-59.9

SCHOOL CLOSURE POLICY. Occasionally, the college is closed and classes are cancelled
due to inclement weather or other emergency situations. To minimize the negative impact of such
disruptions on your learning, the following School Closure Policy will be in effect for this course.
In case of school closure, an alternative form of the lecture will be provided (voice-over slides,
instructional video, additional assigned reading, or a combination of these), and you will still need
to complete the homework assignment. Concrete details will be communicated to you at the time
of the closure announcement. In case the closure falls on an exam day, an alternative date and
time for the exam will be announced.

INTEGRITY. All work you submit for grading must be your own and must comply with the Stan-
dards of Integrity set forth in the Elizabethtown College Catalog. In particular, no collaboration
on quizzes or exams is allowed.

You are encouraged to consult with others on the written assignments, but all work submitted for
a grade must be yours. Under no circumstances should any portion of a project be copied from
another student’s work.

DISABILITIES. Elizabethtown College welcomes otherwise qualified students with disabilities
to participate in all of its courses, programs, services, and activities. If you have a documented
disability and would like to request accommodations in order to access course material, activities,
or requirements, please contact the Director of Disability Services, Lynne Davies, by phone (717-
361-1227) or e-mail daviesl@etown.edu.

If your documentation meets the colleges documentation guidelines, you will be given a letter
from Disability Services for each of your professors. Students experiencing certain documented
temporary conditions, such as post-concussive symptoms, may also qualify for temporary academic
accommodations and adjustments.

As early as possible in the semester, set up an appointment to meet with me, the instructor, to
discuss the academic adjustments specified in your accommodations letter as they pertain to my
class.

STATEMENT ON RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES. The College is willing to accommodate
individual religious beliefs and practices. It is your responsibility to meet with the class instructor
in advance to request accommodation related to your religious observances that may conflict with
this class, and to make appropriate plans to make up any missed work.


