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PART 1:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 0-19 (1867-1886) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube

Context:  Post Civil War recession.  Industrial Revolution.  Farm life.  Preacher/Musician-Father, Teacher-Mother. 

Mother’s large influential Unitarian family of Welsh farmers.  Nature.  Parent’s divorce.

Architecture:  Froebel schooling (e.g., blocks).  Barns/farm-houses (PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube).  Organic Architecture roots.

PART 2:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 20-33 (1887-1900) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube. 

Context:  Rebuilding Chicago after the Great Fire.  Wife Catherine and first five children.

Architecture:  Architects Joseph Silsbee and Louis Sullivan. Oak Park. Home & Studio. “Organic Architecture” begins.

PART 3:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 34-41 (1901-1908) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube.    

Context:   First Japan trip (PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube).  Arts & Crafts movements.  Six children.

Architecture: Prairie Style. Oak Park & River Forest, Unity Temple, Robie House, Larkin Building. 

PART 4:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 42-47 (1909-1914) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube THIS LECTURE
Context:   Runs off with Mistress. Lives in Italy (Page MP4 YouTube).  Builds Taliesin on family farmland.  Mistress murdered.

Architecture:   Wasmuth Portfolio published(Germany).Taliesin. Many operable windows for health & passive cooling. Sculptures.

PART 5:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 48-62 (1915-1929) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube

Context:   WWI,  Roaring 20’s.  Short 2nd marriage.  Lives 3 yrs in Japan, then California and Wisconsin. 3rd marriage (Olga). 

Architecture: Tokyo Imperial Hotel. Textile Houses in California (with Mayan influences). 

PART 6:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 63-78 (1930-1945) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube

Context:   1930’s Great Depression. WWII. Taliesin Fellowship/school. Utopian-Ideals(communal-living) Winters in AZ.

Architecture: Broadacre City, Fallingwater, Johnson Wax Building, Taliesin-West, Hanna-Honecomb House, Usonian Homes.

PART 7:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 79-91 (1946-1958++) PDF MP4 PPTX-w/audio YouTube

Context:  Post-WWII boom.  Cold War.  Communal living at Taliesin.  FLW dies in1959.  Fellowship/school continued at

Taliesin & Taliesin-West by Olga for 27 years -- and still exists today with some very recent changes (2020)

Architecture:   Price Tower, Churches/Synagogue/Auditoriums. The Guggenheim. AZ homes, Modern materials.
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 First, a quick review of:

 PART 1 Ages   0 to19

 PART 2 Ages 20 to 33

 PART 3 Ages 34 to 41

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/Frank%20Lloyd%20Wright%20AGE%200%20TO%2019.pptx
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 FROEBEL influenced by Taoism and Buddhism

 Japanese Shinto rooted in Chinese Taoism

 Shinto Gods in everything, especially nature

 FLW would later love Japanese Art, Design, and Culture

 Mother’s family were all UNITARIANS 

 Inspiration from all religions, love nature, God in everything

 Most of childhood in rural WISCONSIN 

• Like Pennsylvania farmland

RECALL FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT’S EARLIEST INFLUENCES (UNTIL AGE 19) 
[FROEBEL 2013,  PENN RARE BOOK 2014,  HUXTABLE 2004,   STORRER 2017,  WRIGHT 1957,  BURNS 2001]  

B.A., M.A. Colgate University

“Artist, photographer, and designer of furniture, graphics, books, and 

buildings, his patronage of Chinese and Japanese art, his obsession 

with every aspect of his surroundings, his dedicated collecting of 

beautiful things, owed much to his father” [Huxtable 2004]

FATHER
Preacher, Lawyer, School Superintendent, Teacher, Musician

MOTHER
Homeschool Teacher

using Froebel System

Maria Montessori

1913 in Italy

Joseph T Wunderlich PhD 

Architecture Courses since 2018

Frank Lloyd Wright 1867-1959

Friedrich Froebel

1782-1852 Germany

Future

Designers

Others in history homeschooled:
Leonardo da Vinci, Monet, Mozart, Bach, 

Newton, Ben Franklin, Edison, Jefferson, 

Washington, Einstein, Teddy and 

Franklin-Delano Roosevelt, Churchill, 

John Muir, and the Wright brothers

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/Skeleton%20Beneath%20the%20Skin.pptx
http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/Frank%20Lloyd%20Wright%20AGE%200%20TO%2019.pptx
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Recall: INFLUENCES up to Age 42 (1909)

PLACES

 New England & Rural Wisconsin until age 20, then Chicago and Oak Park suburb

PEOPLE
 Father Preacher/Musician, Mother Teacher & 

Unitarian farm family, Wife and six children

 Other Architects 

EVENTS

 In his 20’s: Industrial Revolution, Rebuilding Chicago after 1871 fire, 1893 Chicago Worlds 

Fair with Japanese Building, Designed home and studio, Starts own practice, Designed 

homes in Oak Park IL

 In his 30’s: Becomes famous, firmly establishes his organic architecture and prairie style. 

 Visits Japan for first time

 Designs Unity Temple, Robie House, and many other buildings

Farms

Allan Conover Joseph Silsbee

CHICAGO

Louis Sullivan

Wife Catherine, 6 childrenFather Mother



ORGANIC ARCHITECTURE DESIGN PRINCIPLES
[WRIGHT 1908 , WRIGHT 1954, WRIGHT 1957, WRIGHT 1908] 

CONFORM TO SITE, sun, hillsides, planes close to earth identify with ground
 PINWHEELED PLANES (Prairie Style) CRUCIFORM

• around BROAD CENTRAL CHIMNEY, and with LONG OVERHANGS

FOLDED PLANE like origami …continuity…walls, ceilings, and floors become one

HUMAN SCALE is true building scale

FORM and FUNCTON are one! – not one following other, secondarily

SIMPLE GEOMETRIES

OPEN FLOOR PLAN
 A unified whole - inside and out - ORCHESTRATE SUN

 DESTROY THE BOX  -- eliminate Victorian box-type rooms

 Use materials in NATURAL STATE -- same on exterior and interior

 Walls become screens - FLOW between interior & exterior – BANDS of WINDOWS, FRAME VIEWS 

 Interior space made exterior as architecture – like ENGAWA

COMPRESSION & RELEASE – intentionally cramped entry to magnify architecture as it unfolds

Bring out NATURE of materials - Innovate materials 

Color schemes of soft WARM OPTIMISTIC TONES of earth, and autumn leaves

Fixtures assimilated into structure… much of furniture built-in

Architecture = MUSIC … from an early age !

Inspirations from Japan, and Italy

Frank 

Lloyd 

Wright

JT Wunderlich PhD

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1EFyca7MHQ
http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/


42 YEARS OLD (1909)

Wunderlich 

Vlog Lecture

on 

YouTube Channel

Ingles Residence

River Forest IL

Clients asked for many operable windows and cross-ventilation to help 

cure their children of TUBERCULOSIS which was very common then.

AND IS A GOOD DESIGN CONCEPT FOR COVID-19 Frank Lloyd Wright

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC8dpAiC0dw&list=PLK3MJsXEYEQJTnhBd-lz6zdrLrk-CLifU&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_kM_k93zreIu40CVwuHQzg?feature=watch


MANY OPERABLE WINDOWS and 

CROSS-VENTILATION 

is a GOOD DESIGN STRATEGY for 

COVID-19 in 2020!

From Wunderlich

Lecture on “SHELL/ENVELOPE”

in 

Architectural Materials & Methods

course, and 

Green Architectural Engineering

course. And on:

YouTube Channel

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/371%20Materials&Methods/ART371_Materials&Methods%20Lecture%207%20SHELL_ENVELOPE.pptx
http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/home_Lab_Manuals_Architecture.html
http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/home_Lab_Manuals_Architecture.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_kM_k93zreIu40CVwuHQzg?feature=watch


MANY OPERABLE WINDOWS and CROSS-VENTILATION 

IS A GOOD DESIGN CONCEPT FOR COVID-19

From Wunderlich

Lecture on 

“SHELL/ENVELOPE”

in Materials & 

Methods course

on 

YouTube Channel

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/371%20Materials&Methods/ART371_Materials&Methods%20Lecture%207%20SHELL_ENVELOPE.pptx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_kM_k93zreIu40CVwuHQzg?feature=watch


MANY OPERABLE WINDOWS and CROSS-VENTILATION 

IS A GOOD DESIGN CONCEPT FOR COVID-19

From Wunderlich

Lecture on 

“SHELL/ENVELOPE”

in Materials & 

Methods course

on 

YouTube Channel

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/371%20Materials&Methods/ART371_Materials&Methods%20Lecture%207%20SHELL_ENVELOPE.pptx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_kM_k93zreIu40CVwuHQzg?feature=watch


MANY OPERABLE WINDOWS and CROSS-VENTILATION 

IS A GOOD DESIGN CONCEPT FOR COVID-19

From Wunderlich

Lecture on 

“SHELL/ENVELOPE”

in Materials & 

Methods course

on 

YouTube Channel

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/371%20Materials&Methods/ART371_Materials&Methods%20Lecture%207%20SHELL_ENVELOPE.pptx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_kM_k93zreIu40CVwuHQzg?feature=watch


WHEN 42 

YEARS OLD

1909

HE LEAVES HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN

AND RUNS OFF TO EUROPE WITH THE

WIFE OF ONE OF HIS CLIENTS

WRIGHT’S MISTRESS MAMAH CHENEY



42-43 YEARS OLD (1909,1910)

AFTER TRAVELING TO BERLIN, BAVARIA, PARIS, AND

VIENNA, HE LIVED WITH MAMAH IN

FIESOLE ITALY, A TOWN OVERLOOKING FLORENCE

Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney



42-43 YEARS OLD (1909,1910)Present Florence, Italy

Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney



43 YEARS OLD (1910)

IN FIESOLE ITALY,

OVERLOOKING FLORENCE
Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney

FROM VILLINO (VILLA) BELVEDERE



43 YEARS OLD (1910)

IN FIESOLE ITALY,

OVERLOOKING FLORENCE
Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney

FROM VILLINO (VILLA) BELVEDERE



43 YEARS OLD (1910)

IN FIESOLE ITALY,

OVERLOOKING FLORENCE
Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney

FROM VILLINO (VILLA) BELVEDERE



42-43 YEARS OLD (1909,1910)

Frank Lloyd Wright in Florence and Fiesole Italy, 1909, 1910

READ

https://www.academia.edu/37666667/Frank_Lloyd_Wright_in_Florence_and_Fiesole_1909-1910


42-43 YEARS OLD (1909,1910)Frank Lloyd Wright in Fiesole Italy, 1909,10 – with a view of Florence

Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney



42-43 YEARS OLD (1909,1910)Frank Lloyd Wright in Fiesole Italy, 1909,10 – with a view of Florence

Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney



43 YEARS OLD (1910)

IN FIESOLE ITALY,

OVERLOOKING FLORENCE

J WUNDERLICH IN FIESOLE ITALY IN 2004 , OVERLOOKING FLORENCE

Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney



J WUNDERLICH

IN 2004 AND 2014

FLORENCE ITALY

Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney



J WUNDERLICH

IN 2004 AND 2014



J WUNDERLICH

IN 2004 AND 2014



J WUNDERLICH

IN 2004 AND 2014

JT WUNDERLICH PHD IN FLORENCE IN 2004 AND 2014; 

PHOTOS BY JJ WUNDERLICH JR IN 2014



JJ WUNDERLICH (SON, AND FUTURE ARCHITECT)

UNIVERSITY OF FLORENCE

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE LIBRARY

J WUNDERLICH

IN 2004 AND 2014



MORE ITALIAN ARCHITECTURE STUDIED BY J WUNDERLICH ON SIX TRIPS HERE

My Italian 

Vocabulary: 

QUESTO

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/home_personal_ITALY_ALL.html
http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/ITALIAN_WEB8.htm


IN FIESOLE ITALY,

OVERLOOKING FLORENCE

43 YEARS OLD (1910)

Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney



“1910 - The Frank Lloyd Wright and Mamah Cheney Studio/Residence, Fiesole, Italy. The 

building was brought directly to the street edge permitting an enclosed and secluded garden 

within.  Wright returned to America and it was unbuilt.” http://www.usmodernist.org/wright.htm

IN FIESOLE ITALY,

OVERLOOKING FLORENCE

43 YEARS OLD (1910)

Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney

http://www.usmodernist.org/wright.htm


up to Age 44 (1911)

 1911 Published influential book of designs in Germany “Wasmuth Portfolio”

Frank Lloyd Wright
His 1889 home & studio in Oak Park

Wunderlich VLog

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02tFL2X25zn3n_yiEwgXAH4ZLqrhA:1594640960770&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=Wasmuth+Portfolio&client=firefox-b-1-d&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjl9YrAlMrqAhUoonIEHa5MC1UQsAR6BAgFEAE&biw=1094&bih=922
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC8dpAiC0dw&feature=youtu.be


up to Age 44 (1911)

 1911 Published influential book of designs in Germany “Wasmuth Portfolio”

Frank Lloyd Wright
His 1902 Heurtley Residence in Oak Park

Wunderlich VLog

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02tFL2X25zn3n_yiEwgXAH4ZLqrhA:1594640960770&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=Wasmuth+Portfolio&client=firefox-b-1-d&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjl9YrAlMrqAhUoonIEHa5MC1UQsAR6BAgFEAE&biw=1094&bih=922
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC8dpAiC0dw&feature=youtu.be


up to Age 44 (1911)

 1911 Published influential book of designs in Germany “Wasmuth Portfolio”

Frank Lloyd Wright

Wunderlich VLog

His 1909 Robie House in Chicago

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02tFL2X25zn3n_yiEwgXAH4ZLqrhA:1594640960770&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=Wasmuth+Portfolio&client=firefox-b-1-d&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjl9YrAlMrqAhUoonIEHa5MC1UQsAR6BAgFEAE&biw=1094&bih=922
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC8dpAiC0dw&feature=youtu.be


44 YEARS OLD (1911)

RETURNS TO MADISON WISCONSIN AND BUILDS

TALIESIN ON MOTHER’S LAND
Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney



44 YEARS OLD (1911)

Look for similarities between what he may have seen in 

Italy and perhaps some new ideas being implemented 

into Taliesin when he returned to the U.S.

Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney



44 YEARS OLD (1911)

TALIESIN

Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney



44 YEARS OLD (1911)

TALIESIN

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT’ AND HIS

MISTRESS MAMAH CHENEY



44 YEARS OLD (1911)

TALIESIN

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfc-EK6F7j0

Stop and watch this video
Frank Lloyd Wright and his

Mistress “Mamah” Cheney

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfc-EK6F7j0


In 2004 Professor Wunderlich was looking for inspirations to apply to his Pennsylvania 

design, including whether to build a tower.

Here’s pictures of towers on his travels in Italy:

Tower Here?



SHAPE - SQUARE (cube)

One of FLW’s first designs after returning from Italy; 

With over 50 operable casement windows for natural ventilation;

a common practice in Italy instead of air conditioning, even today

Balch Residence

Oak Park, IL

44 YEARS OLD (1911)

Wunderlich 

Vlog Lecture

on 

YouTube Channel

Frank Lloyd Wright

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC8dpAiC0dw&list=PLK3MJsXEYEQJTnhBd-lz6zdrLrk-CLifU&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_kM_k93zreIu40CVwuHQzg?feature=watch


SHAPE - SQUARE (cube)

Adams Residence

Oak Park, IL

turning point at 

the end of the 

peak of prairie 

style homes

46 YEARS OLD (1913)

Wunderlich 

Vlog Lecture

on 

YouTube Channel

Frank Lloyd Wright

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC8dpAiC0dw&list=PLK3MJsXEYEQJTnhBd-lz6zdrLrk-CLifU&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_kM_k93zreIu40CVwuHQzg?feature=watch


SHAPE - SQUARE (cube)

Midway Gardens 

Chicago, IL

Demolished in 1929

But statues (“sprites”) 

sculpted by Italian 

artist Alfonso Ianelli, 

often replicated  to 

this day

47 YEARS OLD (1914)

Frank Lloyd Wright



42 TO 47 YEARS OLD

(1909 TO 1914)

Frank Lloyd Wright

SOURCE: 
HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WI

KI/LIST_OF_FRANK_LLOYD_
WRIGHT_WORKS

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Frank_Lloyd_Wright_works


42 TO 47 YEARS OLD

(1909 TO 1914)

Frank Lloyd Wright

SOURCE: 
HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WI

KI/LIST_OF_FRANK_LLOYD_
WRIGHT_WORKS

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Frank_Lloyd_Wright_works


42 TO 47 YEARS OLD

(1909 TO 1914)

Frank Lloyd Wright

SOURCE: 
HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WI

KI/LIST_OF_FRANK_LLOYD_
WRIGHT_WORKS

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Frank_Lloyd_Wright_works


42 TO 47 YEARS OLD

(1909 TO 1914)

Frank Lloyd Wright

SOURCE: 
HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WI

KI/LIST_OF_FRANK_LLOYD_
WRIGHT_WORKS

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Frank_Lloyd_Wright_works


42 TO 47 YEARS OLD

(1909 TO 1914)

Frank Lloyd Wright

SOURCE: 
HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WI

KI/LIST_OF_FRANK_LLOYD_
WRIGHT_WORKS

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Frank_Lloyd_Wright_works


47 YEARS OLD (1914)

MISTRESS MURDERED, AND TALIESIN BURNED



Watch

Watch

Wunderlich

Vlog Lecture

Time 1:00:45 to 1:06:37
on 

YouTube Channel

Frank Lloyd Wright

Ages

42 (1909) 

to

47 (1914)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC8dpAiC0dw&list=PLK3MJsXEYEQJTnhBd-lz6zdrLrk-CLifU&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_kM_k93zreIu40CVwuHQzg?feature=watch

