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PART 1:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 0-19 (1867-1886) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube

Context:  Post Civil War recession.  Industrial Revolution.  Farm life.  Preacher/Musician-Father, Teacher-Mother. 

Mother’s large influential Unitarian family of Welsh farmers.  Nature.  Parent’s divorce.

Architecture:  Froebel schooling (e.g., blocks).  Barns/farm-houses (PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube).  Organic Architecture roots.

PART 2:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 20-33 (1887-1900) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube. 

Context:  Rebuilding Chicago after the Great Fire.  Wife Catherine and first five children.

Architecture:  Architects Joseph Silsbee and Louis Sullivan. Oak Park. Home & Studio. “Organic Architecture” begins.

PART 3:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 34-41 (1901-1908) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube.    

Context:   First Japan trip (PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube).  Arts & Crafts movements.  Six children.

Architecture: Prairie Style. Oak Park & River Forest, Unity Temple, Robie House, Larkin Building. 

PART 4:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 42-47 (1909-1914) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube

Context:   Runs off with Mistress. Lives in Italy (Page MP4 YouTube).  Builds Taliesin on family farmland.  Mistress murdered.

Architecture:   Wasmuth Portfolio published(Germany).Taliesin. Many operable windows for health & passive cooling. Sculptures.

PART 5:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 48-62 (1915-1929) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube THIS LECTURE
Context:   WWI,  Roaring 20’s.  Short 2nd marriage.  Lives 3 yrs in Japan, then California and Wisconsin. 3rd marriage (Olga). 

Architecture: Tokyo Imperial Hotel. Textile Houses in California (with Mayan influences). 

PART 6:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 63-78 (1930-1945) PDF PPTX-w/audio MP4 YouTube

Context:   1930’s Great Depression. WWII. Taliesin Fellowship/school. Utopian-Ideals(communal-living) Winters in AZ.

Architecture: Broadacre City, Fallingwater, Johnson Wax Building, Taliesin-West, Hanna-Honecomb House, Usonian Homes.

PART 7:  Frank Lloyd Wright  Age 79-91 (1946-1958++) PDF MP4 PPTX-w/audio YouTube

Context:  Post-WWII boom.  Cold War.  Communal living at Taliesin.  FLW dies in1959.  Fellowship/school continued at

Taliesin & Taliesin-West by Olga for 27 years -- and still exists today with some very recent changes (2020)

Architecture:   Price Tower, Churches/Synagogue/Auditoriums. The Guggenheim. AZ homes, Modern materials.
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 First, a quick review of:

 PART 1 Ages   0 to19

 PART 2 Ages 20 to 33

 PART 3 Ages 34 to 41

 PART 4 Ages 42 to 47
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 FROEBEL influenced by Taoism and Buddhism

 Japanese Shinto rooted in Chinese Taoism

 Shinto Gods in everything, especially nature

 FLW would later love Japanese Art, Design, and Culture

 Mother’s family were all UNITARIANS 

 Inspiration from all religions, love nature, God in everything

 Most of childhood in rural WISCONSIN 

• Like Pennsylvania farmland

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT’S EARLIEST INFLUENCES
[FROEBEL 2013,  PENN RARE BOOK 2014,  HUXTABLE 2004,   STORRER 2017,  WRIGHT 1957,  BURNS 2001]  

B.A., M.A. Colgate University

“Artist, photographer, and designer of furniture, graphics, books, and 

buildings, his patronage of Chinese and Japanese art, his obsession 

with every aspect of his surroundings, his dedicated collecting of 

beautiful things, owed much to his father” [Huxtable 2004]

FATHER
Preacher, Lawyer, School Superintendent, Teacher, Musician

MOTHER
Homeschool Teacher

using Froebel System

Maria Montessori

1913 in Italy

Frank Lloyd Wright 1867-1959

Friedrich Froebel

1782-1852 Germany

Future

Designers

Others in history homeschooled:
Leonardo da Vinci, Monet, Mozart, Bach, 

Newton, Ben Franklin, Edison, Jefferson, 

Washington, Einstein, Teddy and 

Franklin-Delano Roosevelt, Churchill, 

John Muir, and the Wright brothers

JT Wunderlich PhD
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CONFORM TO SITE, sun, topography, environment

PINWHEELED PLANES -- CRUCIFORM

- PRAIRIE-SCHOOL , BROAD CENTRAL CHIMNEY, LONG CANTILEVERS (overhangs & balconies)

FOLDED PLANE like origami …continuity…walls, ceilings, and floors become one

SIMPLE GEOMETRIES

HUMAN SCALE 

OPEN FLOOR PLAN

 DESTROY BOX, no Victorian box-type rooms, – FLOW between rooms, and inside/outside

 Walls become screens, BANDS of WINDOWS, FRAME VIEWS – like ENGAWA

 Use MATERIALS IN NATURAL STATE -- same on exterior and interior

FORM and FUNCTON are one!  Harmony, not one following other, secondarily

A UNIFIED WHOLE - inside and out - ORCHESTRATE SUN

BRING NATURE OUT OF MATERIALS, but Innovate (Textile Blocks, Modular ”Ken” Design, etc.) 

STRUCTURAL ART like in Nature (e.g., the veins in Leaves) - Interior space made exterior as architecture

SOFT WARM OPTIMISTIC COLOR TONES of earth, and autumn leaves

ASSIMILATE FIXTURES into structure, BUILT-IN FURNITURE …..  many plants & planters

ARCHITECTURE = MUSIC 

ORGANIC ARCHITECTURE DESIGN PRINCIPLES Frank 

Lloyd 

Wright

JT Wunderlich PhD

UNITARIAN

MOTHER

Teacher

MUSICIAN

Preacher 

FATHER

Japanese Buddhism & Shintoism,

with some roots in Chinese Philosophy

Arts & Crafts, Italy, JAPAN

FROEBEL 

BLOCKS

NOTE: COMPRESSION & RELEASE is not Organic Design, but commonly 

used by FLW to cramp/hide entries so as to magnify destination Architecture

ARCHITECT 

MENTOR 

Louis Sullivan

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1EFyca7MHQ
http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/


Recall: up to Age 47 (1914)

 Industrial Revolution, Rebuilding Chicago after 1871 fire, 1893 Chicago Worlds Fair with 

Japanese Building, Visits pre-WWI Japan in 1906 and 1913, and lives in Italy 1909,10

 Hundreds of built designs

 A celebrity who in now infamous because of the scandal with his mistress

…….. 1911 published in Germany an influential book of designs “Wasmuth Portfolio”

A&E Professor 

Allan Conover

Architect

Joseph Silsbee

Architect

Louis Sullivan

Wife Catherine & 6 childrenMusician 

Father
Teacher 

Mother
and her influential Rural 

Wisconsin Unitarian family

His mistress murdered, 

and Taliesin burned to 

the ground in 1914 

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02tFL2X25zn3n_yiEwgXAH4ZLqrhA:1594640960770&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=Wasmuth+Portfolio&client=firefox-b-1-d&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjl9YrAlMrqAhUoonIEHa5MC1UQsAR6BAgFEAE&biw=1094&bih=922


 RECOVERING FROM SHOCK & TRAUMA of Mistress’s murder

 Midlife Crisis

 REINVENTING HIMSELF IN THE WEST

 First visit to California in 1915

 He called it “That Far Corner of the U.S.”

 LIVES in JAPAN for THREE FULL YEARS between 1917 and 1922

 MOVES to CALIFORNIA in 1923 

 Creates Mayan Pre-Columbian type Architecture in California

 TEXTILE HOUSES

 Somewhat tomblike and reminiscent of Mayan burial rituals

 He’s arguably still feeling the trauma of the murder of his mistress

Short “Rebound Marriage” that went very badly

IN HIS LATE 40’S AND 50’S

(1915 - 1927)

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT



Also, World War I (Jul 28, 1914 – Nov 11, 1918)

 Had begun just before his Mistress murdered

 Called “The Great War” and “The War to End all Wars”

 Mostly fought in Europe

 where FLW had recently published an Architecture book in Germany, and lived in Italy with Mistress
Frank Lloyd Wright



Also, World War I (Jul 28, 1914 – Nov 11, 1918)

 JAPAN and ITALY were allies of the U.S. (unlike in World War II 25 years later)

 U.S. was not officially involved until 1917

From Wikipedia

Frank Lloyd Wright

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I


Also, World War I (Jul 28, 1914 – Nov 11, 1918)

 JAPAN and ITALY were allies of the U.S. (unlike in World War II 25 years later)

From Wikipedia

Frank Lloyd Wright

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I


World War I (Jul 28, 1914 – Nov 11, 1918)

 EUROPE Before and After
Frank Lloyd Wright



 Recovering from shock & Trauma of Mistress’s 1914 murder

IN HIS LATE 40’S AND 50’S

(1915 - 1927)

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

 WATCH ALL OF

“S9 E1: That Far Corner - Frank Lloyd Wright in Los Angeles“

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3juSckHif90

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3juSckHif90


 Recovering from shock & Trauma of Mistress’s 1914 murder

 First visit to California in 1915

IN HIS LATE 40’S AND 50’S

(1915 - 1927)

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT



Also, FLW’s mother had likely given him books on Central 

American architecture when he was young:

 “Incidence of travel in Yucatán” and “Incidence of 

travel in central America, Chiapas, and Yucatan”
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT



 Recovering from Shock & Trauma of Mistress’s 1914 murder

And this is the one of first buildings he designs after his trip to California: Frank Lloyd Wright

AGE 48 

(1915)



 Recovering from Shock & Trauma of Mistress’s 1914 murder

And this is the one of first buildings he designs after his trip to California:

Frank Lloyd Wright

AGE 48 

(1915)

 Tomblike and reminiscent of Mayan burial rituals (and human sacrifice)



50 YEARS OLD (1917)

HOLLYHOCK HOUSE

LOS ANGELES, 1917

Frank Lloyd Wright

“Mostly Mayan/Pre-Columbian Temple-like Architecture 

with some Japanese and Viennese-Modern influences”



50 YEARS OLD (1917)

HOLLYHOCK HOUSE IN LOS ANGELES, 1917

Frank Lloyd Wright



IMPERIAL HOTEL, TOKYO JAPAN DESIGNED AND BUILT FROM 1915 TO 1923

Frank Lloyd Wright

Recall from “PART 2 Ages 20 to 33” that he first visited Japan in 1905

Goes to Japan again in 1913, 

and then from 1917 to 1922, lives three full years in Japan

from 1917 to 1922 (ages 50 to 55), lived three full years in Japan

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/Frank%20Lloyd%20Wright%20AGE%2020%20TO%2033.pptx


IMPERIAL HOTEL, TOKYO JAPAN DESIGNED AND BUILT FROM 1915 TO 1923

Frank Lloyd Wright



IMPERIAL HOTEL, TOKYO JAPAN DESIGNED AND BUILT FROM 1915 TO 1923

Frank Lloyd Wright

from 1917 to 1922 (ages 50 to 55), lived three full years in Japan



Frank Lloyd Wright

from 1917 to 1922 (ages 50 to 55), lived three full years in Japan



Frank Lloyd Wright

Watch this: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Izwnc5eBeho&list=PL8bRGfw7rdaFovZPDgEZuEvLtmrSl7Ibf

from 1917 to 1922 (ages 50 to 55), lived three full years in Japan

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Izwnc5eBeho&list=PL8bRGfw7rdaFovZPDgEZuEvLtmrSl7Ibf


Perhaps the 

Unitarian beliefs 

that he grew up with 

were enhanced by 

Buddhist philosophy

(and Shinto beliefs)

https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-

we-believe/beliefs/buddhism

from 1917 to 1922 (ages 50 to 55), lived three full years in Japan

Frank Lloyd Wright

https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/beliefs/buddhism


Perhaps the 

Unitarian beliefs 

that he grew up 

with were 

enhanced by 

BUDDHIST 

PHILOSOPHY

(and Shinto 

beliefs)

from 1917 to 1922 (ages 50 to 55), lived three full years in Japan

Frank Lloyd Wright



Perhaps the 

Unitarian beliefs 

that he grew up with 

were enhanced by 

Buddhist philosophy

and 

SHINTO BELIEFS

from 1917 to 1922 (ages 50 to 55), lived three full years in Japan

Frank Lloyd Wright



from 1917 to 1922 (ages 50 to 55), lived three full years in Japan

Frank Lloyd Wright



Frank Lloyd Wright

“Form follows 

function - that has 

been 

misunderstood. 

Form and function 

should be one, 

joined in a spiritual 

union.”

Although the YIN YANG SYMBOL is 

Chinese in origin, it is related to 

Buddhism and the philosophical “WAY”

of life in both CHINA and JAPAN 

from 1917 to 1922 (ages 50 to 55), FLW lived three full years in Japan

Frank Lloyd Wright

Source: “Yin Yang in Japan”

Also, see Wunderlich Judo

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=h1xcc4cGL5cC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=yin+yang+in+japan&ots=sX-z4bRFPB&sig=MxBU_FgMxNvEB77gov2s0v09zYs#v=onepage&q=yin&f=false
http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/judo.htm


from 1917 to 1922 (ages 50 to 55), lived three full years in Japan

Frank Lloyd Wright

Frank Lloyd Wright



IMPERIAL HOTEL IN JAPAN

Frank Lloyd Wright

Frank Lloyd Wright

It survived the 1923 Earthquake !! 

-when many surrounding buildings did not… And it 

was used to help many people during the aftermath.



IMPERIAL HOTEL IN JAPAN

“Frank Lloyd Wright considered the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo, 

designed and built from 1913 to 1923, to be among his most 

important works. It was his largest project built to that time, 

and after its survival in the great Kanto earthquake of 1923, it 

garnered international fame until its demolition in 1968 to 

make way for a much taller hotel structure on the site ….

Evolving knowledge of earthquake-resistant construction after 

the San Francisco earthquake of 1906 influenced sub-

sequent construction in Japan, where the science of seis-

mology and related architectural engineering had developed 

from the Meiji era From 1913 to 1922, Wright designed and 

built the Imperial Hotel—whose construction was the most 

complex he had ever undertaken—partly in response to this 

science.”

Frank Lloyd Wright

Frank Lloyd Wright

It survived the 1923 Earthquake !! 

Sury, Joseph M. , The Architecture of 

Earthquake Resistance; Julius Kahn’s 

Truscon Company and Frank Lloyd 

Wright’s Imperial Hotel, The architecture of 

Earthquake Resistance; - Journal of the 

Society of Architectural Historians, 2008



IMPERIAL HOTEL

IN JAPAN

Frank Lloyd Wright

Frank Lloyd Wright

From: 

Siry, Joseph M. , The 

Architecture of 

Earthquake Resistance; 

Julius Kahn’s Truscon

Company and Frank Lloyd 

Wright’s Imperial Hotel,. 

Journal of the Society of 

Architectural Historians,

Vol 67 (1): pp78-105, 2008

It survived the 1923 Earthquake !! 



CURTAIN WALL
and Reinforced Concrete

REINFORCED CONCRETEStructural Failure Analysis

 1989 San Francisco Bay Area Earthquake

 “Loma Prieta Earthquake,” Magnitude 6.9

 NOTE: J Wunderlich worked for PSI Inc. as a Structural and Environmental Engineer 

up until one year before this earthquake, and would often drive on Nimitz freeway 

to meetings in Oakland



CURTAIN WALL
and Reinforced Concrete

REINFORCED CONCRETEStructural Failure Analysis

 1989 San Francisco Bay Area Earthquake

 “Loma Prieta Earthquake,” Magnitude 6.9

 NOTE: J Wunderlich worked for PSI inc. as a Structural and Environmental Engineer 

up until one year before this earthquake, and would often drive on this Nimitz 

freeway to meetings in Oakland

The critical 
failure in this 
design was that 
this connection 
being reinforced 
concrete, when 
subjected to 
seismic oscilating
loads, resulted in 
the concrete 
crumbling away 
and leaving only 
a bundle of rebar 
to hold up the 
enormous weight 
of the upper deck



CURTAIN WALL
and Reinforced Concrete

REINFORCED CONCRETEStructural Failure Analysis

 1989 San Francisco Bay Area Earthquake

 “Loma Prieta Earthquake,” Magnitude 6.9

 NOTE: J Wunderlich worked for PSI inc. as a Structural and Environmental Engineer 

up until one year before this earthquake, and would often drive on this Nimitz 

freeway to meetings in Oakland

The critical 
failure in this 
design was that 
this connection 
being reinforced 
concrete, when 
subjected to 
seismic oscilating
loads, resulted in 
the concrete 
crumbling away 
and leaving only 
a bundle of rebar 
to hold up the 
enormous weight 
of the upper deck



CURTAIN WALL
and Reinforced Concrete

REINFORCED CONCRETEStructural Failure Analysis

Read more in Wunderlich Structural Engineering Lecture: 
http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/371%20Materials&Methods/

ART371_Materials&Methods%20Lecture%202%20STRUCTURAL%20Concepts.pdf

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/371%20Materials&Methods/ART371_Materials&Methods%20Lecture%202%20STRUCTURAL%20Concepts.pdf


IMPERIAL HOTEL IN JAPAN (SAVED LOBBY RELOCATED TO NAGOYA)

It survived a huge earthquake and all of the bombing of World War II, but was 

demolished in 1967 to make room for high-rises; 

However this part of it (Lobby)was saved and moved to Nagoya:



IMPERIAL HOTEL IN JAPAN

(SAVED LOBBY RELOCATED TO NAGOYA)

It survived a huge earthquake and all of the bombing 

of World War II, but was demolished in 1967 to 

make room for high-rises; 

However this part of it (Lobby)was saved and moved 

to Nagoya

"Meiji Village Museum" 

Architectural park 



50 YEARS OLD (1917)

Aisaku Hayashi House IN TOKYO JAPAN, 1917

Frank Lloyd Wright

Frank Lloyd Wright



51 YEARS OLD (1918)

Arinobu Fukuhara House IN KANAGAWA PREFECTURE JAPAN, 1917

Frank Lloyd Wright

Frank Lloyd Wright



51 YEARS OLD (1918)

Tazaemon Yamamura House (Yodokō Guest House)

IN HYOGO PREFECTURE JAPAN, 1918

Frank Lloyd Wright

Frank Lloyd Wright



54 YEARS OLD (1921)

Jiyu Gakuen Girls' School IN TOKYO JAPAN, 1921

Frank Lloyd Wright

Frank Lloyd Wright



56 YEARS OLD (1923)

He decides to live in LA, with his Architect son 

(Lloyd) who’s already moved there

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

His LA Studio, with his son Lloyd, also an 

Architect, who had also joined FLW in Italy when 

he lived there, and helped with projects



 STILL Recovering from shock & Trauma of Mistress’s 1914 murder?!

 Creates more Mayan Pre-Columbian type Architecture in California

 TEXTILE HOUSES

 Tomblike and reminiscent of Mayan burial rituals (and human sacrifice)

 He’s arguably still feeling the trauma of the murder of his mistress 

AGE 56 (1923)

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT



56 YEARS OLD (1923)

Textile Houses

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

MILLIARD HOUSE IN LOS ANGELES, 1923

• Tomblike and reminiscent of Mayan burial rituals (and human sacrifice)

• He’s arguably still feeling the trauma of the murder of his mistress ??



56 YEARS OLD (1923)

Textile Houses

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

JOHN STORRER HOUSE IN LOS ANGELES, 1923

• Tomblike and reminiscent of Mayan burial rituals (and human sacrifice)

• He’s arguably still feeling the trauma of the murder of his mistress ?? 



56 YEARS OLD (1923)

Textile Houses

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

SAMUEL FREEMAN HOUSE IN LOS ANGELES, 1923

• Tomblike and reminiscent of Mayan burial rituals (and human sacrifice)

• He’s arguably still feeling the trauma of the murder of his mistress ??



56 YEARS OLD (1923)

Textile Houses

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

ENNIS HOUSE IN LOS ANGELES, 1923

• Tomblike and reminiscent of Mayan burial rituals (and human sacrifice)

• He’s arguably still feeling the trauma of the murder of his mistress ?? 



56 YEARS OLD (1923)

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

 His “Textiles” in his Textile houses

From

The textile block system: seismic analysis and upgrading, 

A. P. Vargas & G. G. Schierle, USC School of Architecture, 

Los Angeles, CA, USA, WIT Transactions on State of the Art 

in Science and Engineering, Vol 62,2013 WIT Press.

MODULARITY 

“Structured ART”

Cast concrete shapes, in 

unit sizes, with Mayan 

patterns, and woven 

together with steel 

reinforcing bars (Rebar)

https://www.witpress.com/Secure/elibrary/papers/9781845647544/9781845647544008FU1.pdf


 His TEXTILE BLOCKS are like present day Concrete Masonry Units (CMU) 

referred to in layman’s terms as concrete blocks

From Wunderlich 

Lecture on CMU in 

Materials & Methods 

course 

(PDF) (PPTX-w/audio)

MODULARITY 

“Structured ART”

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/371%20Materials&Methods/ART371_Materials&Methods%20Lecture%205%20Part%204%20BLOCK.pdf
http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/371%20Materials&Methods/ART371_Materials&Methods%20Lecture%205%20Part%204%20BLOCK.pptx


FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

 And recall the MODULARITY of Japanese  

“KEN” Architectural Design techniques

MODULARITY 

“Structured ART”

From 

Wunderlich 

Lecture on 

Japanese 

Architecture and 

Urban Design

Ages 48(1915) to 62 (1929)

http://users.etown.edu/w/wunderjt/Architecture%20Lectures/2013_Japan_Urban_Design_and_Arcitecture.mp4


 Olga Ivanovna  Milijanov Lazovich, born in Montenegro (Europe) 

 Aristocratic with Military General mother, and Supreme Court Justice father

 Father went blind, so she read for him; newspapers, legal documents, poetry and 

philosophy books

 Went to elementary school in Russia. 

 At age 20, married a Russian architect. 

 In Russia, followed Greco-Armenian mystic/philosopher Georgi Gurdjieff

 Fled Russia with Gurdjieff during 1917 Russian Revolution, who establish the Institute for 

the Harmonious Development of Man in France in 1922, to develop the “complete 

person”— MIND, HEART, and BODY

 His curriculum was holistic and strict, incorporating dance, exercise, personal hardship, physical labor, 

and psychological discipline. 

 Olgivanna emerged as a DANCER, MUSICIAN, EDUCATOR, and PHILOSOPHER

61 YEARS OLD (1928)
[Life of Olgivanna Lloyd Wright Reviewed, 2017 ]

RECOVERS FROM TRAUMA;  
MARRIES Olga IN 1928 IN RANCHO SANTA FE, CA

FRANK LLOYD

WRIGHT

OLGIVANNA

WRIGHT


