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MODERN ARCHITECTURE

Mid 1800’s AD
Gothic REVIVAL

Vertical emphasis: Tall spires, steep roofs, and high 
pinnacles draw eye upward toward heavens, like 
medieval 1100’s to 1400 AD cathedrals.

Pointed arches for windows, doorways, and decorative 
elements, creates a sense of height and drama.

Stained glass  to create colorful and dramatic interior 
light.

Irregular layout, unlike the symmetry of Neoclassical 
designs, many Gothic Revival houses had asymmetrical, 
unpredictable floor plans.

https://www.windermere.com/blog/what-is-gothic-revival-architecture 

https://www.oldhousedreams.com/2021/11/13/1874-gothic-revival-in-macungie-pa/ 

https://www.reddit.com/r/urbanexploration/comments/w1ux82/stunning_stained_glass_window_in_an_abandoned/ 
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MODERN ART & ARCHITECTURE

ART NOUVEAU
(“New Art” in French)

• ART & ARCHITECTURE 

• Turn of the century 1800/1900 AD 

• Highly decorative style 

• Intent was something “Excitingly New”

• Inspired by:
1.  Gothic Revival
2.  William Morris (England) 
3.   Arts of China and Japan



MODERN ART

ART NOUVEAU
Inspired by:

1.  Gothic Revival

2.  William Morris (England) 
3.   Arts of China and Japan

William Morris
(1834–1896) England, founder of the Arts and Crafts Movement, 

who’s work in textiles and wallpaper transformed Victorian 
interior design

The ENGLISH Arts and Crafts Movement: Morris championed hand 
craftsmanship and natural materials as a rejection of the 
dehumanizing effects of the ENGLISH Industrial Revolution….. 

https://www.finestwallpaper.com/store/p13829/William_Morris_-_Seaweed_Wallpaper.html
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https://www.google.com/search?q=summarize+the+industrial+revolutions+and+arts+and+crafts+movements+including+Craftsman+style+in+the+United+States+and+England&gs_ivs=1&udm=50&fbs=ADc_l-
aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3o6iwGk6Iv1tRbZIBNIVs-7jboMnLWBUFBGMrjhoXmDqxw2Aj7Qg_NoboqOT8Q-2bFNk7UQLaNFcBOy8jFKjlPtyHGL0Arn8ISsG6ybFRzhM0hlWuyfaGqj97YE7BrXJSGONdaNcOJzoDOtMybxjQUkKEB-
cH8CN0ekrygTsGvxstYmFjQ&ved=2ahUKEwiB_7rp8JeTAxUKElkFHZOiFOUQ0NsOegQIAxAB&aep=10&ntc=1&mstk=AUtExfABEFfcT2dyEG_NhazZZg8oMxHdiImLsdFOAu4mSrXw1YscSnFDM8lAT3S3niZ8OLn0Lw8ma2FuM1P1CJIseBAlqqwI71MzbWqmM2fji7UIMKyi4WBmUT
3RJisFDTYVi_jj4XbdC-6dMs09fV59X4qn3SGxgei9uIJhwX0j1vHjouRmGycLkF4zw6QYpn5gFKVK_RJKTXvRD26nK8sYbyDPgKMjSpX5e_Z8AbB3obK9QacfHfe9wR7KGA&csuir=1

1860–1910 AD 1890–1930 AD

English Industrial Revolution (1760–1830 AD) was a textile-focused transition based on coal and iron
American Industrial Revolution (1840s–1900s AD) was a more technological revolution focused on transportation, 
steel, and foreign immigration to fill a labor shortage. 

The American Civil War and the American Industrial Revolution were deeply intertwined, with the much more 
manufacturing in the North

MODERN ART & ARCHITECTURE
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ART NOUVEAU
Inspired by:

1.  Gothic Revival
2.  William Morris (England) 

3. Arts of China and Japan

Influences from Chinese Art
Ceramic Glazes and Techniques: European potters emulated Chinese glazing methods and porcelain 
finishes to achieve the organic, iridescent looks popular in the movement.
Nature Motifs: Chinese symbols like the peacock and crane were integrated into interiors 

The Peacock Room was a dining room in a London home

https://plcombs.blogspot.com/2012/10/james-mcneill-whistler-peacock-room.html
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ART NOUVEAU
Inspired by:

1.  Gothic Revival
2.  William Morris (England) 

3. Arts of China and Japan
Influences from Japanese Art
• The "WHIPLASH LINE": S-curves of Art Nouveau inspired by flowing lines of 

Japanese calligraphy and woodblock prints
• Flat Perspective: flat areas of color and bold silhouettes, abandoning 

traditional Western linear perspective
• Asymmetrical Composition: Instead of centered, balanced Western layouts, 

designers used off-center focal points and "empty" space (ma), mimicking 
Japanese print compositions 

• Nature as Symbol: While Western art often used nature for background, 
Japanese art treated it as a primary subject. Art Nouveau adopted specific 
Japanese motifs such as Insects, Dragonflies and butterflies which were 
spiritually significant in the East 

• Flora: Irises, wisteria, and chrysanthemums became central decorative themes.

https://nazablogger.wordpress.com/2016/11/20/the-art-nouveau-movement/MODERN ART & ARCHITECTURE
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